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SEMC in October, but I’m a little less optimistic now when I look at the
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Congratulations to our SEMC scholarship winners: Rebekah Cobb,
registrar at the Museum & Gallery at Bob Jones University and Austin
Bell, curator at the Marco Island Historical Society! Follow our Facebook
page for scholarship applications and deadlines – as well as workshop,
webinar and job announcements.
SERA is currently accepting nominations for three board positions: chair,
vice chair, and treasurer/membership chair. These are all vital positions
that help SERA deliver membership benefits and great conference
events. If you’re interested in applying, please reach out to Christy
Sinksen, chair of the nominations committee. Other board members and
I are happy to answer questions about what the positions entail.

Erica Hague

At the SEMC conference, we present the Dan Silosky Award for
Excellence in Collections Management & Registration. This memorial
award is meant to recognize great work and professional service in the
field. We all know someone who deserves more recognition, especially
after the difficult year and a half we’ve all had. It’s a simple application – I
promise it won’t add too much to your plate and it’ll be an unexpected
honor for a mentor, colleague, or teacher.

Deanna Taylor

Take care and stay safe!

Austin J. Bell
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Corinne
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AUSTIN J. BELL

Greetings SERA Members,
As I prepare to turn over the reigns to a new Treasurer at this year’s SEMC, I am pleased to
report that SERA is in excellent financial standing. We have more cash on-hand than at any
other point during the past four years, which of course means SERA will be able to continue to
put on great programs at SEMC and provide substantial travel scholarships to its members.
SERA’s sustainability, particularly during volatile economic times, is a testament to its loyal
membership base and generous donors, who carry the organization through good times and
bad.
My thanks to those of you who have already renewed your annual memberships. As you know,
SERA’s memberships expire at the end of each calendar year. So, if you have not renewed since
the 2020 SEMC Conference, your membership is now technically expired. Please take this
opportunity to renew for 2021 if you have not already. You must be a member in good-standing
to qualify for SERA’s conference scholarship opportunities and to attend its members-only
events at SEMC.
As of July 31, 2021, SERA has 124 active members, down from 131 (-5.3%) this time last year.
As of July 31, 2021, the current balance in the Chase checking account is $10,271.95. The
current balance in the PayPal account is $3,829.20. The combined total on-hand is $14,101.15,
up $6,016.79 (+74.4%) from the $8,084.36 on-hand reported this time last year.
SERA’s fiscal activity for May 6 to July 31, 2021 is outlined below. Please feel free to contact me
for any additional information.
Austin J. Bell, Treasurer/Membership Chair
SERA Income/Expenses: May 6 – July 31, 2021
Opening Balance

$12,615.63

Income
Donations
Membership renew/sales
Income total

$2,005.00
$525.00
$2,530.00

Expenses
AAM Scholarships
Wix renewal
PayPal fees
KY Secretary of State
Expense total
Ending Balance

($705.00)
($276.00)
($48.48)
($15.00)
($1,044.48)
$14,101.15
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MEMBERSHIP

NEW* / RENEWING MEMBERS

Alabama
Rose Wood
Chief Registrar, Birmingham Museum of Art

Mississippi
Jessica Walzer*
Archaeology Collections Manager, Mississippi
Department of Archives and History

Florida
Austin Bell
Curator of Collections, Marco Island Historical
Society

North Carolina
Julia Kraft
Assistant Registrar, The Mint Museum

Kaitlyn Hof Mahoney
Curator of Collections, Matheson History
Museum

Michele Leopold
Director of Collections & Exhibitions, The Mint
Museum

Heather Otis
Collections Manager, Marco Island Historical
Society

Rebecca Merriman
Registration Assistant, The Mint Museum

Georgia
Miles Kirkpatrick*
Assistant Collections Manager, The Columbus
Museum
Kentucky
Amy Beisel
Director, International Museum of the Horse
Bill Bright
Curator of Exhibits, International Museum of
the Horse

Ainsley Powell
Curator of Collections, City of Raleigh Historic
Resources and Museum Program
Eric Speer
Associate Registrar, The Mint Museum
Katherine Steiner
Chief Registrar, The Mint Museum
Kimberly Terbush
Registrar, Weatherspoon Art Museum, UNC
Greensboro

Holly Tripman
Independent Museum Professional
Emily Lozon
Curator of Collections, International Museum of Wilmington, NC
the Horse
New* / Renewing Associate Members
Geoff Brown
Ashley Weaver*
Senior Project Manager, Terry Dowd, Inc.
Registrar, Museums of Historic HopkinsvilleChicago, IL
Christian County
Louisiana
Toni Kiser
Senior Registrar, The National WWII Museum

Terry Dowd
President, Terry Dowd, Inc.
Chicago, IL

Erin Scheaffer
Collections Manager, The National WWII
Museum

Daniel Schmid
General Manger, Terry Dowd, Inc.
Chicago, IL

The Newsletter of the Southeastern Registrars Association

Page 4

SERA NOMINATION
The SERA Nominations Committee is now accepting your nominations for three SERA offices that
will be coming open this fall. This is a unique opportunity to actively participate in the SERA organization, network with fellow registrars, and gain valuable professional experience. You are invited to take a minute or two to consider the offices below.
This year, SERA will hold elections for the following three offices:
Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer/Membership Chair
Job descriptions for these offices can be found at the SERA website.
The above offices are for a two-year term that begins immediately following the SERA business
meeting at which the new officers will be announced. This year's business meeting will be held
during the SEMC Annual Meeting in Chattanooga, October 25-27, 2021.
If you wish to nominate yourself, you need only submit your name, a brief bio, and the SERA office
in which you are interested. We also welcome any questions you might have.
The deadline for nomination submissions is TUESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2021. Please email your nominations to the Nominations Committee

Joining SERA's board in any officer position is an effective means of becoming known in our field
and can serve as a building block for leadership positions in professional organizations at the regional and national level. Service as a SERA officer also provides opportunities to develop new
skills that complement and expand upon those used in one's day-to-day work. Fellow SERA
board members provide a network of supportive colleagues with a valuable knowledge bank.
No previous experience as a SERA officer is required to be a nominee; one must only be a current
(dues-paid) member of SERA. Former and current SERA officers are also invited to offer their
nominations.
Thank you, and best wishes,
SERA Nominations Committee
Christy Sinksen, Chair
Associate Registrar, Georgia Museum of Art, University of Georgia, Athens
Alyssa Magnone
Collections Manager, Aiken County Historical Museum, Aiken, South Carolina
Kimberly Terbush
Registrar, Weatherspoon Art Museum, University of North Carolina, Greensboro
Holly Tripman Fitzgerald
Exhibition & Collection Museum Professional, Wilmington, North Carolina
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AAM REPORT

CS-AAM Session Review: The New Code of Ethics for
Collections Professionals
Rebecca Merriman, The Mint Museum
At AAM2021, there were numerous sessions that were of interest to
collections professionals. One that was of particular importance to the state of the
field was The New Code of Ethics for Collections Professionals. As the title
suggests, this session gave an overview of the process and considerations made
when developing a code of ethics that best represents the issues encountered by
the field at large.
This new code of ethics was a collaboration between ARCS and CS-AAM, and
was put together by Sofía Galarza Liu, Karen DePauw, Anisha Gupta, Elise
LeCompte, and Anne Young. It was a much needed update to the previous code,
which was written in 1984 and had not been revised since. Among the many
changes needed, the task force agreed that their top priorities included
addressing issues of cultural patrimony, diversity, equity, accessibility, and
inclusion, human remains in collections, professional service and outreach,
restitution and repatriation, and the role of traditional knowledge in collections
work. These issues were either completely overlooked in the 1984 code, or only
given the barest acknowledgement.
The task force was also intent on writing for a more diverse audience,
acknowledging its relevance to registrars, but also collections managers,
conservators, curators, and volunteers; essentially anyone who may come into
contact with a collection and would need to consider ethical best practices.
The new code went through a rigorous review process by other collections
professionals, the AAM, and the ARCS and CS-AAM boards. The resulting
document is a succinct but thorough thirteen pages that can be downloaded via
the AAM, ARCS, or Collections Stewardship websites. The task force also made the
wise recommendation that this code be revised and updated every ten years,
ensuring that the collections stewardship field remains cognizant of the evolving
ethical considerations that may be encountered in our day-to-day work.
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SERA NEWS

Alabama
Haley Aaron
Registrar
Alabama Department of Archives and
History
Registrar Haley Aaron and Assistant Registrar
Mary Taylor Peake finalized loan agreements
prepared for the exhibit Justice Not Favor:
Alabama Women and the Vote, scheduled to
open on August 22, 2021. Items on loan
include a shoe worn by Betty Anderson during
the Selma to Montgomery March, Governor
Kay Ivey’s inaugural suit, research notes carried
by Representative Adline Clarke on the day the
Clarke-Figures Equal Pay Act was signed, and
two paintings by Alabama artist Soynika
Edwards-Bush.
Mary Taylor has recently started library school
at the University of Southern Mississippi. She is
taking evening classes online in addition to her
job at the ADAH.
Arkansas
Diane Karlson
Museum Registrar
William J. Clinton Presidential Library
Dinosaurs Around the World are returning to
Little Rock. Visitors can experience the sights
and sounds of animatronic dinosaurs, some
new, some visiting a second time to the Clinton
Presidential Library from September 25, 2021January 17, 2022.
Jennifer Kick
Collections Manager
Rogers Historical Museum
The museum has been having a pretty busy
early summer. The last of the Spring/Summer
exhibits were installed the first week of June
and then the museum held their annual Family
Day the first weekend in June, which was a
success. The director and collections manager,
Jennifer Kick, had a tour of the Pel-Freez
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Biologicals buildings with their President &
CEO as part of an upcoming collaboration with
them on an exhibit for their 100th anniversary.
Now with a break in the exhibit schedule Kick is
focusing on inventory of the collections for a
while.

Carolyn Reno
Collections Manager/Assistant Director
Shiloh Museum of Ozark History
Collections Manager/Assistant Director,
Carolyn Reno, spent the first part of the
summer archiving and otherwise storing
important and useful records left by three
longtime employees who retired in May and
June. Meanwhile Reno and other staff are
working on exhibits for the upper floor in the
museum's Shiloh Meeting Hall. The building
was constructed in 1871 by three churches and
the Masons, and was used by a number of
other groups over the years; the last being the
Odd Fellows, who deeded the building over to
the museum in 2005. Exhibits will tell stories
about the building's history and use by the
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various groups. The project is scheduled to be
completed in November.

Georgia
Christa McCay
Collections Manager
Marietta Museum of History
Christa McCay at the Marietta Museum of
History is excited to announce that the Museum
has a new Museum Director. After a long
period without out a Director, Amy Reed, has
been announced moving from her position of
Curator of Exhibits and Educational
Programming to Director. This is going to
allow the collections staff, aka, Christa to be
able to go back to solely focusing on
collections management. Christa is also
working towards gathering more artifacts from
various City of Marietta departments to better
preserve the city’s history.
Kentucky
Sandy Staebell
Registrar/Collections Curator
Kentucky Museum, Western Kentucky
University
The Kentucky Museum is one of 79 institutions
to be awarded a Climate Initiative Grant by the
Helen Frankenthaler Foundation. The award
falls under the scoping category and will
underwrite efforts to evaluate and recommend
improvements to the building envelope. Steve
Weintraub of Art Preservation Services will
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serve as the consulting conservator on the
project.
A catalog exploring the textiles in the current
"Whitework: Women Stitching Identity" exhibit
is available for purchase via Amazon. The
author is exhibit guest curator Laurel Horton,
former editor of "Uncoverings," the compilation
of papers presented at the annual seminar of
the American Quilt Study Group.
Mississippi
Kathleen Barnett
Director of Collections Management and
Registration
Mississippi Museum of Art
Curatorial staff at the Mississippi Museum of Art
have had a busy summer! The museum
preparators and registrar have deinstalled two
shows, Piercing the Inner Wall: The Art of Dusti
Bongé and Betye Saar: Call and Response, and
the galleries are now being prepped for the
next. The 2021 Mississippi Invitational, a
biennial survey of contemporary Mississippi art,
will be on view August 14 – November 7, 2021.
This years Invitational was guest curated by
Danielle Burns-Wilson and will feature works by
42 Mississippi artists.
A new exhibition co-organized between the
Mississippi Museum of Art and the Baltimore
Museum of Art was also announced.
Movement in Every Direction: Legacies of the
Great Migration will feature newly
commissioned works by 12 acclaimed African
American artists working to examine the
profound impact of the Great Migration on the
social and cultural life of the United States. This
exhibit will open at the MMA in April 2022 and
the BMA in October 2022.
This fall we hope to organize our storage
spaces and loading dock to make room to
refurbish the landscape for the Bethlehem
Tree: Younger Foundation Crèche Collection, a
collection of 150 18th-century angels and
Nativity figurines. This year, the figurines
began the conservation process which involves
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cleaning, repairs, and the creation of proper
storage mounts.
The museum migrated from EmbARK to the
TMS Collections web-based CMS early this
year. This fall will see continued database
cleanup and hopefully the integration of the
museum’s collection back onto the website.
There are also hopes to continue the
permanent collection inventory, which was
postponed by Covid-19 last year. Finally,
welcome to Lydia Jasper, our new curatorial
assistant!
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Tennessee
Elizabeth Le
Registrar
Hunter Museum of American Art
Registrar, Elizabeth Le, at the Hunter Museum is
thrilled to have “Fundraiser” by Duane Hanson
out on view after resting in art storage for 7
years. Associate Curator, Natalie Mault Mead,
and Associate Preparator, Matt Dutton,
carefully moved the sculpture to its spot in the
gallery. The work is set up with a wireless
security system that will cause an audio alarm if
the visitor breaks the barrier point.
Cheryl Waldrep
The area in front of the Hunter Mansion was
Museum Curator
completed in early July with two new access
Natchez National Historic Park
points created for vendors to set up for events
Curatorial staff at the park have been busy
and for visitors attending events on the Paley
completing the annual inventory and other
Terrace, which overlooks the Tennessee River.
yearly reporting. We are also finalizing a new
More interior and exterior housekeeping and
Museum Collections Emergency Operations
repairs are continuing in the next few months in
Plan and working on a new Scope of
time for the SEMC conference that will be held
Collections Statement that will include new site in Chattanooga in October.
additions to the park, including the Forks of the
Road site in Natchez, MS.
North Carolina
Ainsley Powell
Curator of Collections
City of Raleigh's Historic Resources and
Museum Program
A long running permanent exhibit at the City of
Raleigh Museum has recently gone through a
design refresh into a traveling exhibit. "Let Us
March On: Raleigh's Journey Toward Civil
Rights" opened in early July and will be in the
lobby through early 2022 when it will begin its
traveling throughout the City.
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Registration for SEMC 2021 is open now!

SERA NEWS is published quarterly by the Southeastern Registrars Association. The Southeastern
Registrars Association (SERA) recognizes high standards of museum practice and fosters
professional growth among museum registrars in the Southeastern region of the United States.
We promote the exchange and dissemination of information and ideas through education
seminars, publications and other means. SERA initiates and supports activities and projects which
help create an atmosphere of cooperation and communication among, and between, registrars,
other museum professionals, and those in related fields, and pursues further development of
professional practices in the field.
Membership: Individual membership ($25.00) is open to museum professionals who perform
registrarial functions for institutions in the twelve states of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, and the territories of Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands. Associate membership is also available to those outside the region or
those employed by for-profit businesses or organizations who express interest in the objectives of
SERA.
Membership Contact:
SERA Treasurer/Membership Chair
Austin Bell
Phone: (239) 389-6447
curator@themihs.org

