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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 

WARREN J. WOODS 

 
I hope this Newsletter finds you safe and sound from all of the 

recent hurricane activity in our southeastern corner.  I am 

writing this on a battery-powered laptop in my home; we have 

been without electricity since Monday morning when Gustav 

came to visit.  Unlike the aftermath of Katrina, we have gas 

and water service in our house and the Historic New Orleans 

Collection never lost their power. All is well there and in the 

French Quarter. 

 

Some exciting news: the two (2) proposed Bylaw changes 

were adopted by the membership.  An important result of 

these changes is that we will be holding an election to select 

or re-elect three SERA Board positions: Secretary, Develop-

ment Chair and Communications Chair.  This is your opportu-

nity to become involved with our SERA organization and to 

share your expertise and enthusiasm. 

 

More good news, next month we will be gathering in Bir-

mingham for the annual SEMC meeting and our annual SERA 

luncheon/business meeting.  This is a perfect opportunity to 

meet and greet your fellow SERA members.  Once again, a 

big thank you goes out to our sponsors of the SERA Respite: 

Transport Consultants International, Inc. (TCI) and Willis of 

Maryland, Inc.  Please make a point to stop by their booth and 

thank them personally. 

 

To better coordinate the time we have together, please contact 

me whether or not you will be attending the SERA business 

meeting and the Respite: my e-mail address is  

warrenw@hnoc.org and telephone number is 504-598-7129. 

 

See you in Birmingham, 

 

Warren 

State Coordinator  
Cindy Gardner 

Director of Collections 

Museum Division  

Project Liaison 

Mississippi Department of  

Archives and History 

P.O. Box 571 Jackson, MS 

39205-0571 
Telephone: 601/576-6901 
cgardner@mdah.state.ms.us  

 
 

Newsletter Deadlines  

Summer 2008 - August 31 
Fall 2008 - November  31 
Winter 2009 - February  31 
 
 
Contact your SERA State 
Representative with your  
latest news!  
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Dear SERA members: 

 

As the summer winds down and we look toward the 

fall, I hope you will be able to attend the SEMC an-

nual meeting in Birmingham.  Leslie Freund, the RC

-AAM secretary, will be representing the board and 

will share RC updates with you at your business 

meeting.  In case you didnôt know, each board mem-

ber attends one or two of the regional meetings to 

meet new colleagues, say hi to RC members, and per-

haps encourage new memberships to the RC.  I am 

going to the joint MPMA/AMM meeting in Kansas 

City and the MAAM meeting in DC. Holly Young, 

the RC vice chair is going to WMA in Anchorage.  

Cristin Waterbury , the RC treasurer is going to the 

joint MPMA/AMM meeting and to NEMA in War-

wick, RI. 

 

Kathleen Stiefel, the RC Program Committee Chair 

for the Philadelphia annual meeting, just submitted 

the RC session proposals for the next annual meeting.  

We got an excellent response from the members 

around the country.  We received about 20 proposals 

and in the end submitted 11 session proposals 

(including 3 double sessions) that will be reviewed 

with the other Standing Professional Committee sub-

missions in October by the National Program Com-

mittee.  The topics range from the new TSA Cargo 

Screening Program to being an independent registrar 

and what that means to a discussion on hazardous ma-

terials.  Hopefully, we will be bringing back 

ñCollection Conundrums,ò an open-mic Q & A ses-

sion with 3 experts answering registration questions. 

In addition, we will be doing a post-conference, all 

day workshop called, ñHands-On Collection Care 

Workshop:  What do you do when the water re-

cedes?ò  The focus is on paper damaged by water. A 

conservator, registrar, and the head of the Iowa Mu-

seum Association will speak on the flooding damage 

in Iowa.  The same conservator will speak on his ex-

perience in the Katrina-affected areas.  Also, the sec-

ond Reinforcement Crew activity will take place the 
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day before the annual meeting begins.  Volun-

teers from the RC will share their expertise by 

working on a collections management project 

for a Philadelphia-area museum.  Donôt miss the 

annual meeting; it is always a lot of fun! 

 

Please watch the listserv and website for the 

2009 Fellowship deadlines.  We gave away ap-

proximately $17,000 this year and hope to do 

the same for 2009.  Check out the fellowship 

descriptions which are online and be prepared to 

submit an application when we announce the 

deadline for submitting your application. 

 

Planning for the 3rd International Registration 

Symposium in 2009 is underway.  Watch for an 

announcement of the specifics on dates and lo-

cation on the listserv and website. 

 

Donôt be shy; I would love to hear from you.  

Please write to me at benasj@si.edu with any 

comments or questions.  Have a great fall and a 

successful regional meeting! 

 

Jeanne 

 

Jeanne M. Benas 

Chair, RC-AAM  

Registrar, National Museum of  

American History 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFICER GUIDELINES:  SECRETARY 

 

QUALIFICATIONS & TERM OF OFFICE  

Voting member of SERA who is not a member 

of the Nominations Committee. 

JOB DESCRIPTIONS FOR THE 

UPCOMING SERA BOARD 

ELECTIONS  

Term of office is for two years.  No more than 

two consecutive terms as Secretary shall be 

served, and Secretary shall not serve concur-

rently in more than one office during a term.  

The term of office shall begin immediately fol-

lowing the business meeting at which new offi-

cers are announced. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES   
Assist or facilitate projects organized by SERA 

officers and/or Committees to meet goals and 

objectives of SERA Long-Range Plan. 

 

Conduct correspondence, record minutes of all 

SERA meetings and provide a copy for submis-

sion in SERA newsletter. 

 

Maintain SERA records, which include minutes 

of all meetings, summaries of workshops and 

sessions presented, examples of any SERA pub-

lications, copies of all newsletters, and the an-

nual reports of officers. 

 

Prepare, distribute and tally ballots for election 

of officers and amendment of bylaws, and an-

nounce results of such voting to membership. 

 

Prepare a written report on the yearôs activities 

to be presented at the annual business meeting. 

 

Have files and sections of the Operations Man-

ual in order and ready to pass along to new offi-

cers at the conclusion of the annual business 

meeting at which the new officers are an-

nounced. 

 

PROCEDURES 

Review predecessorôs files and Operations Man-

ual.  Review RC-AAM Operations Manual for 

description of office as held by other regional 

registrars committees. 

 

Assist SERA Chair with selection and appoint-

ment of Nominations Committee.  Create sched-

ule, assign tasks and ensure deadlines for review 
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and completion are met. 

 

Review SERA Long-Range Plan, assist or fa-

cilitate projects organized by SERA officers 

and/or Committees to meet goals and objectives. 

 

Establish working knowledge of ñRobertôs 

Rules of Order Newly Revised.ò 

 

Attend all SERA meetings if possible and re-

cord minutes of the proceedings.  If unable to 

attend, delegate the responsibility to another of-

ficer for meetings of the Executive Committee, 

and to any voting member of SERA for general 

meetings. 

 

Collect and preserve minutes of all meetings, 

summaries of workshops and sessions pre-

sented, examples of any SERA publications, 

copies of all newsletters, and annual reports of 

officers, and any other material related to 

SERAôs development and activities.  Ensure 

SERA archival materials from previous terms 

are secure and protected from disarray or dete-

rioration. 

 

Distribute individual written ballots for election 

of new officers to the voting membership; tally 

all returned ballots; bring ballots to annual busi-

ness meeting for verification; and announce 

election results at annual business meeting. 

 

Distribute individual written ballots for Bylaw 

revisions to the voting membership; tally all re-

turned ballots; bring ballots to annual business 

meeting for verification; announce voting re-

sults at annual business meeting. 

 

Send final, approved election results, Bylaw re-

visions, reports and other material to SERA 

Communications Chair in an orderly and timely 

manner for inclusion in SERA Newsletter. 

 

Send interim reports to membership or conduct 

other correspondence as needed by Executive 

Board. 

 

Provide SERA Chair and RC-AAM with semi-

annual progress reports and other reports as re-

quired.  Submit any proposed RC-related pro-

gram budget to SERA Executive Board for re-

view prior to submission to RC Treasurer. 

 

Prepare written annual report for presentation at 

SERA annual business meeting held in conjunc-

tion with SEMC annual meeting each fall.  Sub-

mit own proposed annual budget and special 

program and project budgets to Treasurer for 

review prior to SERA annual business meeting. 

 

Submit all budgeted, documented expenses to 

SERA Treasurer in a timely manner. 

 

Facilitate transition to new officers of SERA.  

Update Operations Manual and Nag Schedule.  

Prepare files for transfer to new officers at the 

conclusion of the annual business meeting at 

which the new officers are announced. 

 

 

OFFICER GUIDELINES:   

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR 

 

QUALIFICATIONS & TERM OF OFFICE  

Voting member of SERA who is not a member 

of the Nominations Committee.  Must have ac-

cess to and be able to operate a computer which 

will run software for word processing, prefera-

bly with typesetting (or desktop publishing) and 

graphics capabilities. 

 

Experience in maintaining a website would be 

beneficial. 

 

Term of office is for two years.  No more than 

two consecutive terms as Communications 

Chair shall be served, and Communications 

Chair shall not serve concurrently in more than 

one office during a term.  The term of office 

shall begin immediately following the business 
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Establish and communicate well in advance 

firm deadlines for copy submission.  Appoint 

SERA members to write summaries of SERA 

and registration-related SEMC and AAM ses-

sions and workshops.  Write copy, solicit, edit, 

and layout material from SERA officers, Com-

mittee Chairs, State Representatives, and other 

sources for timely inclusion in SERA Newslet-

ter. 

 

Produce Newsletter on a quarterly basis. 

 

Delegate and manage typesetting, design, print-

ing and assembly of Newsletter and other publi-

cations in cost-effective manner. 

 

Strive to communicate professionalism of 

SERA through rigorous editing of grammatical 

and spelling errors, compelling and comprehen-

sible layout, and use of illustrations.  Secure 

written permission in advance for use of copy-

righted materials such as cartoons. 

 

Obtain current mailing labels from SERA 

Treasurer for Newsletter mailings.  Submit in-

voices for printing and postage to Treasurer in 

timely manner for reimbursement. 

 

Provide SERA Chair and RC-AAM with semi-

annual progress reports and other reports as re-

quired.  Submit any proposed RC-related pro-

gram budgets to SERA Executive Board for re-

view prior to submission to RC Treasurer. 

 

Prepare written annual report for presentation at 

SERA annual business meeting held in conjunc-

tion with SEMC annual meeting each fall.  Sub-

mit own proposed annual budget and special 

project budgets to Treasurer for review prior to 

SERA annual business meeting. 

 

Submit all budgeted, documented expenses to 

SERA Treasurer in a timely manner. 

 

Facilitate transition to new officers of SERA.  

meeting at which new officers are announced. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES  

Assist or facilitate projects organized by SERA 

officers and/or Committees to meet goals and 

objectives of SERA Long-Range Plan. 

 

May form a committee of SERA members, pref-

erably representing museums of different disci-

plines, and including SERA State Representa-

tives Coordinator. 

 

Supervise the Publications Committee of SERA 

and gather and disseminate topical information 

to the membership of SERA in the form of a 

regular newsletter and other publications. 

 

Prepare a written report on the yearôs activities 

to be presented at the annual business meeting. 

 

Have files and sections of the Operations Man-

ual in order and ready to pass along to new offi-

cers at the conclusion of the annual business 

meeting at which the new officers are an-

nounced. 

 

PROCEDURES 

Review predecessorôs files and Operations Man-

ual.  Review RC-AAM Operations Manual for 

description of office as held by other regional 

registrars committees. 

 

Assist SERA Chair with selection and appoint-

ment of a Publications Chair as needed.  Create 

schedule, assign tasks and ensure that deadlines 

set for review and completion are met. 

 

Review SERA Long-Range Plan, assist or fa-

cilitate projects organized by SERA officers 

and/or Committees to meet goals and objectives. 

 

Establish working knowledge of ñRobertôs 

Rules of Order Newly Revised.ò 
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Update Operations Manual and Nag Schedule.  

Prepare files for transfer to new officers at the 

conclusion of the annual business meeting at 

which the new officers are announced. 

 

OFFICER GUIDELINES:   

DEVELOPMENT CHAIR 

 

QUALIFICATIONS & TERM OF OFFICE  
Voting member of SERA who is not a member 

of the Nominations Committee.  Should have 

working knowledge of vendors to registrars and 

ability to write grant proposals.  Should have an 

understanding of underwriteable projects. 

 

Term of office is for two years.  No more than 

two consecutive terms as Development Chair 

shall be served, and Development Chair shall 

not serve concurrently in more than one office 

during a term.  The term of office shall begin 

immediately following the business meeting at 

which new officers are announced. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES  

Actively pursue funding of projects organized 

by SERA officers and/or committees to meet 

goals and objectives of SERA Long-Range 

Plan. 

 

May form a committee of SERA members, pref-

erably representing museums of different disci-

plines. 

 

Solicit cash donations, in-kind services or grant 

funds for special projects such as workshops, 

publications or special products.  Write grant 

proposals, monitor project progress, and ensure 

all support requirements are met and credits 

properly accorded. 

 

Prepare a written report on the yearôs activities 

to be presented at the annual business meeting. 

 

Have files and sections of the Operations Man-

ual in order and ready to pass along to new offi-

cers at the conclusion of the annual business 

meeting at which the new officers are an-

nounced. 

 

PROCEDURES 

Review predecessorôs files and Operations Man-

ual.  Review RC-AAM Operations Manual for 

description of office as held nationally. 

 

Review SERA Long-Range Plan, actively pur-

sue funding of projects organized by SERA offi-

cers and/or Committees to meet goals and ob-

jectives. 

 

Work closely with SERA Executive Board to 

identify projects requiring funding.  Obtain 

schedule and descriptions of projects from 

Committee Chairs as well as names of possible 

underwriters.  Obtain budgets from Treasurer 

and write proposals. 

 

Confirm with SERA Chair whether proposals 

shall go out under name of Chair or Develop-

ment Officer.  Follow up written proposals with 

telephone calls. 

 

Provide SERA Executive Board and RC-AAM 

with semiannual progress reports and other re-

ports as required.  Write proposed RC-related 

program proposals for submission to RC Treas-

urer. 

 

Work closely with SERA Treasurer, and keep a 

detailed account of all receipts and expendi-

tures, indicating sources of funds and expendi-

tures. 

 

Determine how SERA proposes to credit or ac-

knowledge each gift.  Confirm an appropriate 

method of payment and credit line for publica-

tion with each donor.  Monitor fulfillment of 

both.  Write thank you letter to donor with copy 

to Chair, and to Communications Chair for ac-

knowledgement in Newsletter. 
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Ensure all grant requirements such as progress 

reports, are fulfilled and projects kept on sched-

ule.  If projects are behind schedule, extensions 

should be requested from granting agency. 

 

Prepare a written report on the yearôs activities 

to be presented at the annual business meeting 

held in conjunction with SEMC annual meeting 

each fall.  Submit own proposed annual budget 

and special project budgets to Treasurer for re-

view prior to SERA annual budget meeting. 

 

If unable to attend AAM conference or SEMC 

annual meeting, arrange for SERA Chair to wel-

come and meet with donors.  Ensure donors are 

given verbal acknowledgement at SERA annual 

business meeting. 

 

Submit all budgeted, documented expenses to 

SERA Treasurer in timely manner. 

 

Facilitate transition to new officers of SERA.  

Update Operations Manual and Nag Schedule.  

Prepare files for transfer to new officers at the 

conclusion of the annual business meeting at 

which the new officers are announced. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

State Coordinator 

Cindy Gardner 

Director of Collections 

Museum Division Project Liaison 

Mississippi Department of  

Archives and History 

P.O. Box 571  

Jackson, MS 

39205-0571  

Phone: 601-576-6901 

Email:cgardner@mdah.state.ms.us  

STATE NEWS 

Alabama 

State Representative 

Pamela Bransford, Registrar 

Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts 

P.O. Box 230819 

Montgomery, AL 36123 

Phone: (334) 244-5700 

pbransford@mmfa.org 

 

Suzanne Stephens, Database Administrator at 

the Birmingham Museum of Art, reports that in 

June, the Museum hosted the site visit for AAM 

re-accredidation. Staff prepared for the visit by 

cleaning out drawers and closets and spending 

the past couple of years reviewing policies and 

procedures. The site visit went well and they 

received an encouraging initial report. Suzanne 

said you all might have heard a big collective 

sigh of relief coming from Birmingham this 

summer! 

 

The department is now in the last push to get 

ready for the fall exhibition, Leonardo da Vinci: 

Drawings from the Biblioteca Reale in Turin, 

which will be on view from September 28 to 

November 9. Although the exhibition is smallð

only eleven drawings and one codexðit is cov-

ered by Federal Indemnity, so it is a big exhibi-

tion in terms of planning. Suzanne hopes her 

colleagues from around the region will come to 

see this exhibition. It will be on view while 

SEMC is in Birmingham in October. During the 

conference, Registrar, Melissa Falkner Mercu-

rio , will conduct a behind the scenes tour of the 

registration department to 20 lucky SEMC par-

ticipants on October 16. 

 

Having gotten her feet wet as the curator of the 

Pompeii exhibit, Robin Meador-Woodruff  has 

become a "Jill of all trades" at the Birmingham 

Museum and is helping as needed on a lot of 

different projects. 

 

After 24 years as the Registrar at the Montgom-

ery Museum of Fine Arts, Pam Bransford fi-
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nally has a full time assistant registrar. Emily 

Thomas has been working at the Museum since 

January 2004 as a part time registration/

curatorial assistant. She starts work full time on 

October 1 and has been promoted to assistant 

registrar. Emily has a BFA in photography from 

the University of Alabama and is currently 

working towards a masterôs degree in museum 

studies from the University of Oklahoma. 

Emilyôs photography skills have been invalu-

able in digitizing the entire collection and pro-

ducing numerous images for condition reports 

and reproduction requests. Upcoming projects 

include preparing to put the collections online 

through the EmbARK Web Kiosk program. 

 

Tim Moon , registrar at the Anniston Museum 

of Natural History, continues his inventory of 

the American Indian collection while giving nu-

merous tours of the collections area to visitors 

and photographers. He is working on a loan of 

American Indian cradleboards for an upcoming 

exhibit and will help organize, Heritage Days at 

the Berman Museum, November 14 and 15, fea-

turing native artisans in conjunction with the 

Indians of North America exhibition. 

 

 

Arkansas 

State Representative 

Carolyn Reno, Collections Manager 

Shiloh Museum of Ozark History 

118 W. Johnson 

Springdale, AR 72764 

Phone:  479-750-8165 

Email: creno@springdaleark.org 

 

Sue Trulock, Pine Bluff/Jefferson County Mu-

seum says they are preparing for another acqui-

sition meeting and have a huge stack of pa-

pers left to them from a deceased WWII sol-

dier.  They are not sure how they will ever get 

all of them read or sorted, but the gentleman 

who collected these papers had them carefully 

bound and dated.  It will be a big project. 

Donna Park, Arkansas Tech Museum, reports 

that the FORMER Museum of Prehistory and 

History is now the Arkansas Tech Museum 

and their focus has been redirected to the Uni-

versity Archive for which they will be responsi-

ble and to interpreting the history of Arkansas 

Tech University in exhibits. This change comes 

in time for them to concentrate all their efforts 

on preparing for the upcoming Centennial of the 

University (2009-2011). The collections depart-

ment is spending all its efforts on digitizing 

University associated photographs and papers, 

as well as developing a Research Room for in-

creasing access to the information in the collec-

tions. 

 

Sarah Price, Rogers Historical Museum reports 

that the collections staff is in the process of fin-

ishing up a comprehensive inventory of collec-

tions storage areas (whew!) and finishing the 

self-study for re-accreditation by AAM, 

amongst their usual activities. 

 

Westley Ashley, Registrar, Historic Arkansas 

Museum says that Michelle Simpson and 

Lindsey Clark left the department and he was 

promoted to Registrar.  The position of Assis-

tant Registrar will be refilled shortly. 

 

Kristin Thompson , The Old State House Mu-

seum says things have been busy as usual.  They 

just acquired the Arkansas Department of Cor-

rections Collection which includes a cell from 

the former Death Row at Tucker Prison as well 

as ñOld Sparkyò the electric chair.  These will 

be included in their upcoming Gavels and Gal-

lows exhibition slated to open in April of 2009. 

 

Marie Demeroukas, Shiloh Museum of Ozark 

History says during the recent evacuation of the 

ground floor for a roofing project she and her 

staff moved 900+ books and 55,000+ pho-

tos.  Marie has also been working on an extra-

curricular museum projectðshe is one of a 

small group of people revising The Revised No-
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menclature for Museum Cataloging that 

AASLH hopes to publish in 2009. 

 

Carolyn Reno, Shiloh Museum of Ozark His-

tory says the museum collections staff and vol-

unteers recently moved artifacts and museum 

staff off the ground floor so that the building 

can be re-roofed.  The buildingôs metal roof had 

problems with condensation leaks for many 

years.  The library staff has moved into the 

basement with the rest of the collections staff 

for the duration.  Other staff have moved to a 

duplex right behind the museum property.  The 

museum has closed for the project and is ex-

pected to reopen in late October.  Meanwhile 

collections staff continue their normal activities 

of cataloging, prepping for exhibits, etc. 

 

 

 
Reroofing Project 

Shiloh Museum of Ozark History  

 

 

 

Florida  

State Representative 

Stephanie Gaub 

Collections Manager 

Orange County Regional History Center, 

Downtown Orlando 

65 East Central Blvd. 

Orlando, FL 32801 

Phone:  407.836.8587  

Email:  stephanie.gaub@ocfl.net 

Erin Stagner, Museum Registrar at the Florida 

Holocaust Museum reports that the museum is 

pleased to announce its upcoming exhibit Cour-

age and Compassion: The Legacy of the Bielski 

Brothers, which will open on November 8, 

2008. This multi-media exhibition will coincide 

with the opening in January of the movie Defi-

ance, starring Daniel Craig and Leiv Schreiber, 

and produced by Edward Zwick. The Bielski 

Brothers, Tuvia, Zus and Asael, took refuge in 

the Belorussian forests in 1941, instead of fal-

ling victims to the Nazis. They formed a com-

munity of men, women and children that num-

bered over 1200 by the end of the war. The 

brothers led their group in acts of sabotage and 

defense against the Nazis. The exhibit will in-

clude photo and text panels, video testimonies, 

and an incredible collection of artifacts, includ-

ing Tuviaôs shirt made in the forest from a para-

chute, pre-war documents and objects illustrat-

ing Jewish life, and tools used to dig an escape 

tunnel from the Novogrudok ghetto. Courage 

and Compassion will be available for exhibition 

at other sites after it closes in March.   

 

In March of 2009, the Florida Holocaust Mu-

seum will open a new exhibition of artwork, en-

titled Icons of Loss: Angels and the Warsaw Boy 

of Samuel Bak.  This exhibition will be the mu-

seum premier of Samuel Bakôs newest series, a 

collection of paintings based on the now-famous 

photograph of the Warsaw Ghetto boy in surren-

der. The Florida Holocaust Museum is honored 

to continue its relationship with Samuel Bak, as 

this is another step towards a permanent collec-

tion of his work in the Tampa Bay community. 

 

Paula Martin  reports that The Richard and Pat 

Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum 

located within the historic 1916 Courthouse will 

mark the 80th anniversary of the Storm of '28 

with the opening of The Storm: 1928 Remem-

bered temporary exhibit September 16, 2008. 

The exhibit is a collaboration between the His-

torical Society of Palm Beach County and the 



Storm of '28 Memorial Park Coalition.  With 

assistance from the South Florida Water Man-

agement District's GIS Lab, the exhibit will fea-

ture a scale relief model of Lake Okeechobee 

and the dike before the storm. Visitors will get a 

feel for the enormity of the event through an 

original artwork titled, "What does an eight foot 

wall of water look like?" Additional items on 

display from the period include a contempora-

neous radio and telegraph key that provided the 

only source of long distance communication. 

 

Stephanie Gaub, Collections Manager of the 

Orange County Regional History Center reports 

that The History Center recently opened their 

newest permanent exhibit Destination Florida: 

Tourism before Disney.  The exhibit features a 

replica teepee that was the highlight of the Wig-

wam Village Motel.  Artifacts in the exhibit in-

clude souvenirs of Weeki Wachee Springs, Sil-

ver Springs, Ben White Raceway, and Cypress 

Gardens.  The History Center will open In Fo-

cus: National Geographic Greatest Portraits on 

November 21, 2008.  The exhibit was organized 

by the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhi-

bition Service and will run through January 18, 

2009.   

 

Tom Kyne reports that September is a very 

busy month at the Florida Museum of Natural 

History as they switch out their one large tem-

porary exhibit, Inside Africa, with another; the 

ever popular Grossology: The Impolite Science 

of the Human Body. Grossology will remain 

open through January 11, 2009. 

 

The Florida Museum of Natural History is also 

in the development stages of a new in-house 

exhibit to open next summer on ancient dugout 

canoes of the Americas. That said, they are in 

search of additional information and have con-

tacted a number of State Archaeologists. If your 

museum has any information on ancient dugout 

canoes youôd like to share with them, please 

contact Donna Ruhl, North Florida Archae-

ology Collections Manager/EAP Ar-

chaeobotanist, ruhl@flmnh.ufl.edu. 

 

Georgia 

State Representative 

Kelly Woolbright, Registrar 

Morris Museum of Art 

One 10th Street 

Augusta, GA 30901 

Phone:  706-828-3809 

Email:  kellyz@themorris.org 

 

At the Morris Museum of Art, Registrar Kelly 

Woolbright  has helped install two major exhi-

bitions, Realist Paintings by Bryan LeBoeuf and 

Landscape of Slavery: The Plantation in Ameri-

can Art.  Plans are being made to begin a rein-

stallation of the permanent galleries. Recently, a 

major work by Robert Rauschenberg from the 

permanent collection was installed outside of 

the museumôs auditorium. This was a major un-

dertaking that involved reinforcing the wall it 

hangs from and using the services of a glass 

truck to move the very large work around the 

building. 

 

Christa McCay at the Marietta Museum of His-

tory has been working hard this summer with 

four interns.  The extensive doll collection is 

moving faster than expected with the help of 

these wonderful interns.  The interns have be-

gun the process of inventorying some of the 

storage rooms in hopes of getting a better idea 

of what the museum actually has in the collec-

tion.  Storage is getting so much better but like 

everyone there is still more to do. She will be 

attending SEMC in Birmingham this October. 

 

Having made it through a recent upgrade to the 

sprinkler and fire protections systems in the mu-

seum, Annelies Mondi, Tricia Miller, Christy 

Sinksen, and Sarina Rousso at the Georgia 

Museum of Art are now preparing for the con-

struction of a major addition to the building. 

The museum will close to the public in Novem-
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ber 2008 and the registrars will begin packing 

the collection for storage during construction. 

The architects expect to break ground in spring 

of 2009 and complete construction within two 

years. The addition will include new galleries 

and an expansion of art storage, as well as a 

renovation of the administrative offices. They 

are sad to report that Malissa Ryder is leaving 

GMOA, but happy to say that she will be pursu-

ing a Master of Fine Arts degree. 
 

 

Kentucky 

State Representative 

Barbara Lovejoy, Registrar 

University of Kentucky Art Museum 

Rose Street at Euclid Avenue 

Lexington, KY 40506-0241 

Phone:  859-257-2808 

Email:  blovejoy@uky.edu 

 

Sandy Staebell, Registrar/Collections Curator 

at Kentucky Library and Museum, is continuing 

her work on the exhibit, A Star in Two Flags: 

Conflict in Kentucky, and inventorying the per-

manent collection. 

 

Barbara Lovejoy, Registrar at The Art Mu-

seum at the University of Kentucky, will be 

working on the installation of the major fall ex-

hibition, Master Works of Kentucky Painters, 

1819-1935, with guest curator Estill Curtis 

Pennington in the absence of the curator, who 

is on medical leave for several months.  She is 

also curating a small exhibition, Come To-

gether: Mixed Media Artwork from the Collec-

tion, running from August 31 through Novem-

ber 2. 

 

The Kentucky Gateway Museum Center in 

Maysville, Kentucky, has secured funds from 

Heritage Preservation for a ReCAP survey in 

the spring of 2008 and has now received reports 

from Ellen R. Tillapaugh, Paper Conservator, 

and Michael Emrick, Historical Architect. 

When the first CAP survey was completed in 

2000, the museum was operating in an 1881 his-

toric building connected by a corridor to a 

1950s building. As of May 2007, a new facility 

consists of the historic building attached to a 

three-level modern building at the front and 

back walls.  The usable space was tripled and 

the board and staff were focused on providing 

as much environmentally controlled space for 

collections storage and exhibits as possible in 

the new facility. They are pleased to be able to 

have the survey to see if those ambitions had 

been realized. 

  

Mr. Emrick  stated the interior of the historic 

building was ñin exceptionally good condition 

overall,ò and he gave them supportive informa-

tion to pursue a T21 grant for restoring windows 

and repainting brick on the exterior.  They re-

ceived the grant on July 28 and will be proceed-

ing with that work next spring. 

  

Ms. Tillapaugh ended her assessment with: 

ñThe Kentucky Gateway Museum Center is one 

of the most professional, competent museums 

that I have ever surveyed for a CAP granté.I 

would strongly encourage them to apply for ac-

creditation by the American Association of Mu-

seums.  KYGMC takes its responsibility for the 

stewardship of its collection very seriously.ò 

  

Museum director Dawn Browning said, ñI am 

proud of our community for their support and 

commitment to wanting a first-rate Museum 

Center, for without their pledge to excellence, 

this assessment outcome could have not been 

possible.  The staffôs dedication to making this 

happen can not be put into words.  They worked 

tirelessly for this result and we couldnôt be more 

pleased! Our main goal has been, and will re-

main to be, one of preservation of our regionôs 

heritage.  What a wonderful way to mark our 

130th year.ò 
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Louisiana 

State Representative 

Kathryn A. Lang, Curator 

Jean Lafitte National Historical  

Park and Preserve 

419 Rue Decatur 

New Orleans, LA   70130-1035 

Phone: 504-589-3882  ext. 114 

Email: kathy_lang@nps.gov 

 

The Grand Opening for the Coke Museum is 

scheduled for November 20.  The museum will 

feature a variety of historical Coca-Cola memo-

rabilia from a Model T to a can designed to 

function in space.  Justin French has officially 

taken on the title of Curator of Collections & 

Exhibits so his curatorial duties will split time 

with exhibit duties especially over the next two 

months as he begins installing the new Coca-

Cola exhibits. 

 

The Enchanted Mansion will be having a Spe-

cial Needs Tea September 19.  Reservations are 

required and it is free for anyone with special 

needs and one guest, additional guests are $15.  

The museum will have an Open House on Octo-

ber 4 with free admission and light refresh-

ments. On October 19 the museum will have 

their Fall Tea. Reservations are required and 

cost is $15.   The exhibit, Barbie ï An American 

Icon goes through September 8. 

 

Kathryn Lang , of the Jean Lafitte National 

Historical Park and Preserve, recently received a 

collection of over 200 Alvyk Boyd Cruise wa-

tercolor drawings from the Historic American 

Buildings Survey (HABS). HABS is a division 

of the National Park Service begun in 1933 as a 

Works Progress Administration (WPA) effort to 

put unemployed architects to work surveying, 

drawing, and photographing Americaôs architec-

tural heritage.  In Louisiana, the state headquar-

ters of the WPA was located in New Orleans. 

WPA projects in the Crescent City included art, 

archives, drainage, education, the lakefront, the 

U.S. Naval Air Base, nursing, city and Audubon 

parks (including the zoo), paving, and public 

buildings.  Cruise's friend and mentor, architect 

Richard Koch, was the director of the Louisiana 

federal WPA project and he hit upon the plan to 

have Cruise record French Quarter buildings in 

watercolor drawings while he, Koch photo-

graphed them.  He introduced Cruise to the plan 

books of the New Orleans Notarial Archives, 

housed in the Royal Street courts building, in 

order to supplement the record with structures 

which had been demolished or architecturally 

altered (he made copies of these structures).  

Cruise later worked for the Vieux Carré Com-

mission and was the first director of The His-

toric New Orleans Collection. Image: Balcony 

With Laundry HABS Drawing. Credit Line: Li-

brary of Congress 

 

 
Balcony With Laundry  

Alvyk Boyd Cruise Watercolor  
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The Library at The Historic New Orleans Col-

lection recently received a book of famous Japa-

nese woodblock prints known as ukiyo-e, pub-

lished by the Lauren Rogers Museum of Art 

("The Floating World: Ukiyo-E-Prints from the 

Wallace B. Rogers Collection.") The art of 

ukiyo-e ("pictures of the floating world"), origi-

nated in the metropolitan culture of Edo 

(Tokyo) during the period of Japanese history, 

when the political and military power was in the 

hands of the shoguns, and the country was virtu-

ally isolated from the rest of the world. It is an 

art depicting activities and scenes from the en-

tertainment district. Beautiful courtesans, bulky 

sumo wrestlers and popular actors would be 

portrayed while engaged in appealing activities. 

Many ukiyo-e prints by artists like Utamaro and 

Sharaku were in fact posters, advertising theatre 

performances and brothels, or idol portraits of 

popular actors and beautiful teahouse girls. 

Later on, landscapes also became popular by 

ukiyo-e artists like Hokusai and Hiroshige and 

they have had an enormous impact on landscape 

painting all over the world. It is an immense 

pleasure for Viola Berman, Assistant Registrar 

for Library Materials, to be able to process this 

truly amazing book of fascinating artwork. 

 

Goldie Lanaux, Registrar, reports that The His-

toric New Orleans Collection presented its inau-

gural New Orleans Antiques Forum August 7-

10 at the Williams Research Center. For four 

days in August, the New Orleans Antiques Fo-

rum provided a unique opportunity to explore 

decorative arts with national and local experts. 

 

Presenters included Thomas Jayne, nationally 

known interior designer, John Keefe of the New 

Orleans Museum of Art, Alexandra Kirtley of 

the Philadelphia Museum of Art, John Magill of 

The Historic New Orleans Collection, and Tho-

mas Savage of Winterthur Museum and Country 

Estate.  In addition to hosting sessions on porce-

lain, furniture, Southern landscapes, textiles and 

miniatures, the New Orleans Antiques Forum 

featured an evening stroll through select an-

tiques shops and a tour of French Quarter 

homes. A pre-conference tour of three River 

Road plantations was offered on Thursday, Au-

gust 7th. 

 

New Orleanians and employees of The Collec-

tion had the rare opportunity to view a Century/

Agave plant blooming.  The exotic plant is a 

ground palm, and only once in its lifetime does 

it produce a huge flowering stalk that reaches 

heights of 15 to 20 ft. This spectacle was on 

view at the residence of Johnnie Harrell , of 

THNOC, who invited employees and commu-

nity members to drive by and have a look. The 

plant only blooms for approximately a month 

and then dies from the exertion of energy re-

quired to produce the bloom.  

 

 
Century/Agave Plant Blooming 

Courtesy of Johnnie Harrell  

 

Anna Hilderbrandt has been helping The Col-

lection gear up for its next round of exhibitions. 

On October 1st, A Closer Look: Photographs of 



Antebellum New Orleans by Jay Dearborn Ed-

wards, 1858-1861 will open. The exhibition will 

feature some of the earliest known printed pho-

tographs of New Orleans. The photographs pre-

sent an interesting look at both antebellum New 

Orleans and the rapidly changing field of pho-

tography in the nineteenth century. By the time 

Jay Dearborn Edwards arrived in New Orleans 

in 1857, he was already well versed in the rela-

tively new art of photography. He quickly began 

producing views of the city and opened his own 

studio in the heart of the French Quarter in 

1860. Edwards utilized a fairly new photo-

graphic process that allowed for the production 

of multiple prints. The use of glass negatives 

allowed Edwards' photographs to be widely dis-

tributed, giving many people outside the city 

their first glimpse of New Orleans. The exhibi-

tion pairs the photographs with 3-D objects and 

more contemporary works that provide alternate 

ways to interpret Edwards' photographs. In 

preparation for the exhibition, the Registration 

department has been helping check information 

for exhibition labels and coordinating loans with 

other area institutions. 

  

 
500 Block of Canal Street,  

by Jay Dearborn Edwards, 1857-1858,  
Salted Paper Photoprint Mounted on Board  

The Historic New Orleans Collection (1982.167.1)  

Mississippi 

State Representative 

Marilynn Jones, Branch Director 

Manship House Museum 

420 E. Fortification Street 

Jackson, MS 39202 

Phone:  601-961-4724 

Email:  mjones@mdah.state.ms.us 

 

Tommie Rodgers at the Lauren Rogers Mu-

seum of Art is preparing for an international 

loan of  The Little Riva; in Opal by James 

McNeill Whistler.  The pastel on paper will be 

part of an exhibition titled Venice - from Ca-

naletto and Turner to Monet at the Fondation 

Beyler in Basel, Switzerland.  The exhibition 

will begin on September 28, 2008 and will con-

clude on January 25, 2009.  

 

LRMA has recently been selected to be a par-

ticipant in Heritage Preservation's Risk Assess-

ment Planning Program.  A two-day site visit 

will take place in October with Vermont conser-

vator Mary Jo Davis and local emergency man-

agement director Don McKinnon .  

 

Nan Prince, Museum of Mississippi History, 

reports that conservation continues on objects 

damaged by Hurricane Katrina.  As planning 

continues for the new Museum of Mississippi 

History, work on the restoration of the Old 

Capitol Museum progresses and is scheduled to 

open in January 2009.  The "new" Old Capitol 

Museum will focus on the history of the build-

ing itself and the early political history of Mis-

sissippi.  

 

Robin Person, Director of Historic Jefferson 

College, is settling in at her new loca-

tion.  Robin reports that HJC summer intern 

Jennifer Clemetson worked in the collections 

room photographing collections and re-housing 

artifacts.  Jennifer also completed a computer-

ized database of collections and a photographic 

survey of grounds and property, taking over 500 
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